If a meningococcus is isolated from a throat swab in addition to a deep site (blood or cerebrospinal fluid) the strains are always of the same group and type (though strains from the throat are often less well endowed with capsular polysaccharide and are therefore occasionally non-groupable).
We therefore reiterate our belief in the value, both clinical and epidemiological, of throat swabs collected from the index case, especially when the patient has been given parenteral penicillin by the general practitioner or when a lumbar puncture has not been performed.
We are currently preparing data for publication on the pattern of meningococcal carriage in contacts of cases of meningococcal disease. 
